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THE AGE OF POPE._ By John Dennis.
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John Dennis ¢ an ominous name for a writer |

who undertakes to deal with the literary dietator
of the so-called Augustan Age. Frobably no
man among his contemporaries Was more dreaded
by Pape than the hard-hitting eritic of that
name. It was not that Dennis had a clever
style, He lacked the dexterity of other writers
in his time. But he couid say what he meant
with & sort of knockdown intensity, and his
threatening stare to which the satirist alluded

may have given new and harsher meaning 1o |

his words, One of the strangest things about
the lHterary people of Queen Anne's time was
thelr sensitivenssa 1o written censure. It was
net a thine wher peopis as a rule were gifted
with acute sensibilities. When the Mohocks de-
geribed jn “The Spectator” could travel ahout

the streets at night slitting men's noses and |

subjecting womnen 1o the gravest insult without
being lynched by an infurlated populace, there
must have been widespread Indifference to some
Kinds of suffering. Amusements and judicfal
punishmenteg—which were themselves popular
amusements—wers bhrutal to a degree. A vietim
in the pillory was likely to he killed by the mls-
gilen of the populace before he was released,
Party spirit was deadly.
Men gained and held office Ly the most ques-
tionable methods. Kven an honest placeman

Duels were frequent. |

month'y magaziae, In which the soclety’s alms are
most effectively (lustrated and upheld. 1t offers
many delightful, trus stories of the affeotion,
L alty and inteligence of these dumb “friende”
with them, alas! too many sad records of th
| ton suffering Inflicted upon them by human belngs
for whom the name of hrute wowd seem to s
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knew that he depended upon those Who were un- |

sorupulcus, his only consolation being that all
partles were alike corrupl. The notion of honor
which men cherizshed was necessarily artificial,
They cultlvated sensitivensss on pointg to which
people of anather age would be indifferent. Thus

a venomous couplet, as artificlal as their man- |

ners, had & power of wounding the hardened
man of the world which it now has only for the
most delieate of mortals.
was =0 coarse that the shyest of modern poets
might be revolted rather than injured by it
Such is. 'n brief, the pleture which John
Dennis’s pamesake gives of the brilliant hut
superficial age when Pope ruled, He is not at all
partial to the memory of the elghteenth century
John Dennis. 1t was the relations of the latter
with Pope which gave him prominence in the
world of letters that he would otherwise not de-
serve, He ls, if anything, too Indifferent to Den-
nig's eritical insight which was far from being
Inaccurate, The worst trouble with him was one
which has been the bane of many another writer.
He could judge the work of other men, but not
his own. His egsay on the criticlsm of poetry ls
still worth reading, while his poems and plays
can now attract only the curious. It was his
skill in controversy which made him dreaded by
Pope, He could turn an enémy’s position no
matter how well it was defended, Aluding to his
dispute with William Law over the drama, the
author cited his neat reply to the assertion that
piays are contrary to Seripture, He simply men-
tioned the fact that out of two or three quoia-
tiona from Greek literature, made by St Paul,
one was from an Athenlan dramatle poet. This
was, perhaps, the best gtroke in & pamphlet
which has always heen deemed A eomplete
answer to Law's essay. But only students of
Iterature read Law or Dennis now. Not every-
body reads Pope One can be sure of anly 1wo
names in the whooe st that must be familiar to
/ every man, woman and chld everywhere who
reads English—those of Swift and Defoe Ot
these two, the most famous works were least in
harmony with the artificlal quality of the time
One of them distorted Nature. the nther photo-
graphed {t; but hoth studied life at first hand.
After these for general fame, one would he
Nkely to mention Addison and Steele.  Then
Pope would come, though if the question wers
one of mers repute, there are two men who for
widely different reasons might be his rivais

And the vituperation |

Who ever tried to learn manners without tearn-

‘ng something about Lord Chesterfield, and who
sver got a smattering of moral philosophy with-
sut a glimpse of Bishop Butler? Twist the
pames about as you like, you can mever bring
gome of the best of them into prominence. One

' may know that Bishop Berkeley ltved for awhile
in Amerlea, and that he had great confidence in
tar water, and yet not be a witness to the faet
that he was one of the very greatest writers of
English prose.

Mr. Dennis's estimate of the different authors
does not vary much from that which may be
called orthodox. One noveity of his work con-
sists In a ton brief paragraph on Scortish song
writers. Lyrle power was practieally lost to
Epgland in those days. Evervthing, or
prose, was an essay. Bnt in Scotland the truest
gift of poetry was cherisned, because |t sweet-
ened the life of humble and noble alike. Mr,
Dennis's introdurtion Is an excellent summary
of the characteristics of the age. and the heok
as a whole ia A happy presage nf the meries
which it announces as to be edited by Professor

Hales,

verss
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THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF M. P. O'CONNOR,

By Mary Dollne O'Connor, 8 va, pp ML New- |

York: Dempsey & Carroll,

Michael P. O'Connor was i Southern politivian,
who, llke Alexander H. Stephens, was opposed 10
the war, but accepted it among the things inevitahla
and allied himself with the dominant party when
the struggle had once begun. He was a (Charleston
lawyer, a native of the State, and a son of an
Irishman prominently ldentified with Roman Cath-
olic interests in South (arolina. M. P. O'Connor
gerved in the State Legislature during the Reteillon,
When peace came he finally declared for the ac-
eeptance of the results of the war in good faith,

He went as a delegiate to the Demoeratic Na-
tlonal Convention of 1572 at Baltimore, and a speech
delivered there first gave him Natlonal prominence.
When the Committee on Hesolutions, of which he
was & member, reported In favor of adopting the

candidates and platform of the Liberal Republiczans, |

fenator Bayard made a long speech in opposition.
When he sat down, O'Connor got the floor, and
made a strong =peech for Greeley and Brown, in
the course of which he said: “As to the Fifteenth
Amendment, let me say to the gentleman from Dei-
aware that while our State has had to endure
what he is =0 much opposed to-—negro suffrage, ad
nauseam-—that, speaking my individual convictions,
1 would be the last man to assiet in, and would
deprecate the day when any party In thi= Republic
would ever enroll on its banner, the principle to
wrest from millions of Africans that which has
been given them' The cause did not need his
speech, Mr. Bayard was greatly in the minority
gnd was hardiy able to get a hearing: but the
pentimenta expressed by O'Connor were  widely
quoted,
campalgn orators of the Demncratic party. In 1878
he was clected to Congress, and served until his
death In 1881

Miss ('Connor's life of her father shows him to
have been an ardent and eloquent man, with the
typical virtues of the Irishman. His home life was
evidently most happy and he was devoted to his
religion. His name was never enrolled among the
men of first rank who are remembered after they
are gone by m whole country, but he rose to emi-
tence in his community and Ald falthful and valu-
ahle work for hie Btate in n trying perlod of I
history, This story of his life ix marred by.a sus-
picion of indiscriminate enthusi and lack of
perspective, Too often the part which Mr, O'ton-
mor took in public affairs is e erated out of all
proportion, Some views of his presclence are oo
amusing to be taken serlousiy, When with a com-
mittee he visited Governor Tiiden to Inform him of

Governor. As he entered, father told us his hopes
maptel, after having looked at him steadily a mo-
ment or two, he turned to my uncle, saying: ‘Mark

be the ruler of forty millions of peoplg.” Fe did not
kay he would not be elected, but asgerted that ‘he
would never he the riler of forty milllons of peo-

ple.’
The personality of the author might have heen

volume.
—_—

'The American Soeletf' for the Preventlon of Cru-
‘eity to Animals has just {esued Voiume XXI of
“Our Animal Friends;’ the nnuai collection of the

and from that day he took rank among the |

his nomination for the Presidency, "“they were as-
sembled in the parlor, awaliting the entrance of the

fell in an instant, and, leaning on. the marble

what T tell you here to-night. that man will never

made less prominent with advantage, especially in
the personal letters of her father included in the |

alogue,
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